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Policy On Divorce And Remarriage

We acknowledge God's provision for marriage and family and the sacredness of such ties and of the marriage vows. It is God's perfect plan that the union of a man and a woman in marriage should continue throughout the lifetime of such partners.

We recognize that the Bible faces the fallenness of human nature and the human inability to pursue the perfect will of God in certain cases. The Bible allows for, but does not encourage, divorce in only two situations: a marriage partner has committed illicit sexual sins that violate the one flesh principle (Matt 19:9), or there is irresponsible desertion by a nonbeliever (1 Cor 7;15). In such cases reconciliation and forgiveness should be sought. When there is not a response to such from the marriage partner, the believer is allowed to divorce and to remarry. Remarriage for any cause other than the above two situations is viewed by God as adultery.

Even if a divorced person meets the requirement of either of the exceptions in the Bible, it is our concern that the person receives adequate pastoral care before remarriage. Therefore in the case of acceptable divorce the person should wait for at least two years after signing the divorce documents before remarriage. Furthermore, he/she needs to go through at least four sessions of post-divorce counselling from a qualified therapist and receive premarital counselling. Based on the assessment the officiating minister will decide on allowing the remarriage or not.
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